


Introduction To This Collection

This document is a restored and curated derivative work based on content 
originally published in the April 1927 issue of National Geographic Magazine. 
New derivative copyright information is below.

When this issue was first published, four-color process printing was cutting-edge 
technology. The primary method for color photography at the time was called the 
Autochrome process. The Autochrome process was a specially made color 
photographic glass plate that required long exposure times, making it difficult to 
photograph live animals in the field. Consequently, National Geographic 
commissioned detailed paintings of various chicken breeds, which were then 
captured in the studio using the Autochrome process. Once the paintings were 
captured on glass plates, they could then be printed in the magazine using 
standard 4-color process.

In this collection, there are 15 pages of original color paintings, called “plates,” 
that were included in this issue.  I have digitized all of them and presented them 
here without unnecessary modification. The rest of the photographs in this edition
were all printed in black and white. These are now in color thanks to being 
digitally colorized.  Because the quality of colorization is so high, I have to 
mention that they weren’t originally in color.

Copyright and Licensing
The original source material is now in the public domain. However, because 
significant labor and creative effort were required to digitize, restore, and compile
these images into this document, I explicitly claim a new copyright over this 
specific derivative work; however, I am releasing this derivative compilation 
under the Creative Commons Attribution 4.0 International (CC BY 4.0) license.

Under this license, you are free to share, copy, and redistribute the material any 
way you like, even for commercial purposes, provided that you give appropriate 
credit by keeping this page intact in any redistribution to serve as the required 
attribution for this derivative work.

For more information on the Creative Commons Attribution 4.0 International 
license, please visit: https://creativecommons.org/licenses/by/4.0/

Copyright 2026 by Dennis Hawkins (n4mwd@yahoo.com)

https://creativecommons.org/licenses/by/4.0/



















































































































































































